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Immigration PatternsImmigration Patterns
• Demography of Immigration

-- Growing Numbers 
-- Origins & Legal Status
-- Regional Diversification

• Economic Issues
-- Education & Income
-- Role in Labor Force
-- Impact on LF & Population

Current In-Flows are Very HighCurrent In-Flows are Very High
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Millions of Immigrants

* Additional immigrants
are mostly illegals and
legalized aliens

Europe/Canada (Legal)

Additional*

All Other (Legal)

14-16+
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Percent Foreign-Born of Total

14.8 Percent

35.2 Million
(2005 CPS)

4.7 Percent

42-43 Million

13.5 Percent

12.1 Percent
(2005)



Latin Americans & Asians
Dominate Foreign-Born

Latin Americans & Asians
Dominate Foreign-Born

Other Latin America -- 23%
8.2 million

Africa & Other -- 4%
1.5 million

Europe & Canada -- 15%
5.5 million

Asia -- 25%
9.0 million

Mexico -- 32%
11.2 million

35.7 Million Foreign-Born in 2004

Legal Permanent 
Resident (LPR)

Aliens
(10.4 million)  29%

Temporary Legal 
Residents

(1.2 million)  3%

Refugee Arrivals--
(Post-’80)

(2.5 million)  7%

Unauthorized 
Migrants

(10.3 million)  29%

35.7 Million Foreign-Born in 2004

Legal Status of ImmigrantsLegal Status of Immigrants

Naturalized 
Citizens (former LPRs)

(11.3 million)  32%

Undocumented Clearly at
New High -- Trend Uncertain

Undocumented Clearly at
New High -- Trend Uncertain
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Annual Arrivals of Unauthorized
Exceed Legals Since ~1995

Annual Arrivals of Unauthorized
Exceed Legals Since ~1995
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Undocumented Are
Largely Latin American

Undocumented Are
Largely Latin American

10.3 Million in March 2004

Other
Latin America -- 24%

2.5 million

Africa & Other -- 4%
0.4 million

Europe &
Canada -- 6%

0.6 million

Asia -- 9%
1.0 million

Mexico -- 57%
5.9 million

Most Undocumented
Arrived Since 1990

Most Undocumented
Arrived Since 1990

10.3 Million in March 2004

1995-1999
3.6 million -- 35%

(750,000 per year)
1990-94

2.2 million -- 21%
(450,000 per year)

1980s
1.3 million -- 14%

(130,000 per year)

2000-04
3.1 million – 30%

(700,000 per year)

Immigrants Are ConcentratedImmigrants Are Concentrated

34.2 Million Foreign-Born
(Covered in March 2004 CPS)

Florida – 9%
(3.1 million)

New York – 11%
(3.8 million)

Texas – 10%
(3.3 million)

Illinois – 4%
(1.4 million)

New Jersey – 5%
(1.5 million) All Others – 34%

(11.5 million)

California – 28%
(9.5 million)

Top 10 Growth States (% Change)Top 10 Growth States (% Change)

Immigration Categories
Major Destinations (67% of Immigrants) (6)

All Other States (23)

New Growth States (1990-2000 > 91%) (22)
Top 10 Growth States (135-274%) (10)



New Immigration Growth CentersNew Immigration Growth Centers

Immigration Categories
Major Destinations (67% of Immigrants) (6)

All Other States (23)

New Growth States (1990-2000 > 91%) (22)
Top 10 Growth States (135-274%) (10)

Role of ImmigrantsRole of Immigrants
• Immigrants are --

1 in 8-9 Americans
1 in 7 Workers
1 in 5 Low-Wage Workers

• Unauthorized are --
3 in 10 Immigrants
1 in 23 Workers
1 in 12 Low-Wage Workers

Dimensions of
Immigrant Human Capital 

Dimensions of
Immigrant Human Capital 
• High Attachment to Labor Force
• “Mixed Status” Families
• Low Education for Mexicans
• High Education for Others
• Low Incomes for Immigrants

-- Large Households
-- Very Low Per Capita Income

• Some Dynamic Integration

92%

56%

86%

64%

83%
73%

Adult Men (18-64) Adult Women (18-64)

Unauthorized Migrants
Legal Immigrants
Natives

Immigrant Men Work More;
Women Work Less Than Others

Immigrant Men Work More;
Women Work Less Than Others

Percent in Labor Force, 2004



Unauthorized Families
Mixed Composition

Unauthorized Families
Mixed Composition

13.9 million in
Unauthorized Families (2004)

Unauthorized
Children

1.6 million
14% of all

unauthorized

Other Adults
400,000

U.S. Citizen
Children

3.1 million
67% of kids

Adult Women
3.9 million

44% of Adults

Adult Men
4.9 million

56% of Adults

“Mixed Status” Families 
Common Among Unauthorized

“Mixed Status” Families 
Common Among Unauthorized

6.3 Million Unauthorized Families

No Children
59%

3.7 million
families

With
Non-Citizen

Children
10%

630,000 families

With
US Citizen &

Non-Citizen Children
7% -- 460,000 families (“Mixed”)

With
US Citizen Children

24%
1.5 million families

“Mixed”

Solo Men
36%

2.3 million

Solo Women
12% -- 740,000

Couples
9% -- 540,000

Other
3% -- 160,000

17%

36% 36% 36%

43%

19% 19%

45%

15%

26%

56%

29%

10%

18%

37%

17%

9%

30%

Natz.Citz. LPR Alien Refugees Unauth. Natz.Citz. LPR Alien Refugees Unauth.

Less than 10 years in US
10+ years in US
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Education “Hourglass” & “Diamond”Education “Hourglass” & “Diamond”
Less than High School

Graduate
College Degree

or Beyond

Share of Each Group’s 25-64 Population, 2004

$25,700

$44,600

$26,600

$34,000

$56,500

$44,600

$29,900

$45,200

Incomes Increase with Time in USIncomes Increase with Time in US

Natives
$45,900

Unauthorized
Aliens

Refugees
(post-1980)

LPR
Aliens

Naturalized
LPRs

In U.S. <10 Years In U.S. 10+ Years

Average Family Income, 2003



2.05
2.192.09 2.18 2.19

2.662.65
2.44

Immigrant Households LargerImmigrant Households Larger
Natives

1.96
Average Family Size, 2004

Unauthorized
Aliens

Refugees
(post-1980)

LPR
Aliens

Naturalized
LPRs

In U.S. <10 Years In U.S. 10+ Years

$12,600

$15,600

$12,800

$20,400
$18,600

$11,300

$16,800

$25,800

Income per Person SuffersIncome per Person Suffers

Natives
$24,300

Average Family Income per Person, 2003

Unauthorized
Aliens

Refugees
(post-1980)

LPR
Aliens

Naturalized
LPRs

In U.S. <10 Years In U.S. 10+ Years

Projected Role of
Immigrants in Work Force

Projected Role of
Immigrants in Work Force
• Immigration Drives Growth
• Education Upgrading of LF

-- Better Education
-- “Aging Out” of Low Education

• Aging Population, 2010-2030
• Immigrants Help Social Security

-- Relatively Small Impact
-- Offsets from More Children

198
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1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060

Middle Immigration Series

No Post-2000 Immigration

Labor Force Grows in Future
Driven by Immigration (esp. after 2015)

Labor Force Grows in Future
Driven by Immigration (esp. after 2015)

Labor Force (in millions)
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Hispanic Black Asian White Males White Females

Entries Exits Change

Minorities Dominate Labor Force Change
But NOT Labor Force Entries

Minorities Dominate Labor Force Change
But NOT Labor Force Entries

Components of Labor Force Change, 2005-2010 
(in millions)

Labor Force
Remains Largely Majority

Labor Force
Remains Largely Majority
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2000
2010
2020
2030

Percent of Labor Force

14% 12% 14%

21%

8% 7% 7%
10%

35%

13%
17%

12%

47%

24%
21%

20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

2000
2020
2040

New Cohorts --> Better EducationNew Cohorts --> Better Education
Percent of Age Group with Less than High School Diploma

Hispanic Males --
3rd+ Generations

Black Males --
3rd+ Generations

Note:  Based on Middle or “improving education” series.

Low Education LF Shrinks --
College Degree LF Explodes
Low Education LF Shrinks --
College Degree LF Explodes
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29%

37%

32%

14%
16%

19% 19%

2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

Foreign-Born
Native
% Foreign-Born

Less than High School
Graduate

College Degree
or Beyond

Labor Force by Education (in millions) Percent Foreign-Born of Labor Force



Population Ages After 2010Population Ages After 2010
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Persons Aged 65+ per 100 Persons Aged 20-64

Immigration Helps, But
Does NOT "Save" Social Security

Immigration Helps, But
Does NOT "Save" Social Security

4.30

2.40

2.56

4.24

1.94
1.901.79

1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060

Elderly (Workers to Ages 65+) --
Medium Immigration)

Young (Workers to 0-19) --
Medium Immigration

Workers per Person in Age Group (65+ or 0-19)

ConclusionsConclusions
• Growing Numbers & Percents

• Many Undocumented

• Important to Labor Force

• Bi-Modal Distributions

• Offsets Aging Only a Little
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